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PO Box 9339 
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Reference:  397692 

 

March 21, 2023 

 

Owen Plowman 

President  

Bowen Island Conservancy 

PO Box 301 

Bowen Island BC V0N 1G0 

 

Sent via email: owen.plowman@bowenislandconservancy.org 

 

Dear Owen Plowman: 

 

Thank you for your letter of February 13, 2023, addressed to the Honourable George 

Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, regarding the 

prohibition of motorized vehicles on Mount Gardner. Minister Heyman has asked that 

I respond on his behalf. 

 

The Mount Gardner Recreation Site was established in 2018 in response to requests 

from recreational user groups to enhance the safety and navigation of the existing 

non-status trail system. The aim was to improve the management and maintenance 

of the trail system that accommodates both non-motorized and motorized activities.

 

Subsequently, the Bowen Island Municipality passed a 2020 resolution to restrict 

motorized use within the site based on significant public feedback. In response, 

Recreation Sites and Trails British Columbia (RSTBC) committed to a statutory 

decision-making process within the Forest Recreation Regulation. RSTBC is working 

with community stakeholders to mitigate the conflict and has implemented a Visitor

Use Management Planning Process to determine the scope and scale of the non-

motorized recreation experience. 
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The Planning Process includes documenting the current state of the recreation site 

and identifying environmental concerns, archeological and cultural values and visitor

use numbers, among other quantitative data. Additionally, RSTBC has been 

collaborating with local First Nations to understand their interest in the Mount 

Gardner Recreation Site and to guide the management planning process. 

 

As the Coast Salish Peoples have historically stewarded Bowen Island, significant 

cultural heritage may exist throughout the recreation site. Some of these sites may be 

overlapped by trails used by both motorized and non-motorized recreation users, 

necessitating a careful consideration of all resource values and impacts. 

 

As indicated by RSTBC staff in November 2022, RSTBC does not currently have the 

resources to complete important archeological investigative work. RSTBC remains 

committed to completing the Visitor Use Management Planning Process before 

making recommendations for management techniques and use restrictions to a 

Statutory Decision Maker. 

 

Without this important information, the planning process has been put on hold until 

the required resources are identified. No change to the current management 

approach, including implementing a ban on motorized recreation, will be considered 

in the interim. While we appreciate your concern for the protection of the site, 

altering the current management of the site before the Visitor Use Management 

Planning Process is complete could be seen to presuppose the outcome of that plan 

or the decision of the Statutory Decision Maker. 

 

Planning will resume once this necessary investigative work has been completed, 

after which draft management techniques will be proposed for public comment. This 

public engagement will provide an opportunity for citizens and stakeholders to 

express their concerns and ultimately inform the statutory decision within the Forest 

Recreation Regulation. 

 

The information provided in your letter has been documented and will be included in 

the information package to the Statutory Decision Maker to inform their 

recommendation. 
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Thank you again for taking the time to write. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Jim Standen 

Assistant Deputy Minister 

Conservation and Recreation Division 

 

cc: Honourable George Heyman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

 Strategy 

 Squamish Nation Council 

His Worship Mayor Andrew Leonard and Council, Bowen Island Municipality

Tom Blackbird, District Recreation Officer, Conservation and 

 Recreation Division, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy

Bryan Mitchell, Land and Resource Specialist, Conservation and 

 Recreation Division, Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


